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University of Tennessee Press, United States, 2008. Hardback. Book Condition: New. Revised.. 259 x 211 mm.
Language: English . Brand New Book. Highway 61: Heart of the Delta celebrates the Mississippi Delta in words
and pictures. Edited by Randall Norris with photographs by award-winning photographer Jean Philippe Cypres,
this volume brings to life this storied region of the South. Actor Morgan Freeman provides a foreword in which
he recounts his personal history as a child in the Delta and discusses why he was pulled back to his ancestral
home, despite its challenges. This book brings together essays by noted Delta writers and scholars, interviews
with Delta residents from all walks of life, and vivid photographs that document the region. The essay writers
touch on a variety of themes from cultural landmarks to racial issues to the struggle for Civil Rights, providing
the reader with a guide to important themes of the area s history and culture. The section Voices of the Delta
includes interviews with nearly thirty people of different ethnicities and social classes who share their
knowledge of the past and their hopes for the future. Their stories remind the reader that the Delta is not stuck
in a particular time or place in which bad memories, history, and dark images forever hold residents captive.
Instead, the region is populated by dynamic men and women whose individual voices, when combined, reveal a
powerful force for positive change. Jean Philippe Cypres s lens captures the people, places, and spirit of the
Delta. There are photos of the smiling doormen who escorts the ducks on their afternoon stroll through the
lobby of the Peabody Hotel in Memphis; the neon-encrusted, twenty-story casino rising high above Tunica; the
burial place of Sonny Boy Williamson, which has become a memorial to the legendary harmonica...
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