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Published on the Occasion of the One Hundred and Fiftieth Anniversary of the Granting of the First Charter of
Incorporation, February 12th, 1800 Our universities are legacies of our British system. These institutions put
together fragment by fragment are the sources of our strength. They are expressions of tolerance, of our
freedom from the violent and defiling prejudices of Race, our freedom of expression of faith and our freedom
of worship. All these benefits flow from the British political structure, from the British universities and their
religious institutions. Throughout the centuries Britain has dared her weakness against the embattled strength
of dazzling European autocracies. She has fed her poverty over the rich acres beyond the seas. She has sown
her children broadcast upon the untested soil. This political greatness has been twice tried of late in fire and
tempest which have twice been checked. Two empires have been built up in critical periods in history. The first
empire was hewn out as soon as the Parliament in Westminster asserted its independent dignity. Jamaica and
Pennsylvania were conquered and settled by father and son, a Presbyterian adventurer admiral and his non-
conformist statesman son. But the structure was torn apart. The War of Independence of the states of America
destroyed our first empire. It was the parliamentary opposition in England that did more to win this American
war than many guns. For it was impossible to continue the struggle under Lord North when so many talents
were arrayed in opposition against him. Out of that evil conflict good measures flowed. This Province of New
Brunswick was explored and settled by...
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